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T otheright worsbipful, 'Lai 

dye. the L. Fane true felicitte 

2 with the increace of God his moſte 
excellent bleſſings, 


T is not rare but 
1 v/aall,tojee gifts bro- 
| ught vnto a ritch ma 

N47 and manypreſents,ze- 
el to bimthat lacketh 
not, verifying that in things earthly, 

| vvhich properly is ſpoke of the minde, 
To him that hathit shallbe giue & he 

shall haue abunaice, euenſo the abun- 

dance of Gods goad gifts, the humble- 

nes of mine the loue of vertue,and 

zeale of ſeruing God, wubich I haue 

hard and ſeene in your Ladyſhip hath 

long ſince geuen me great deſire by 
vvryting ſomvvhat to ad ſome good 

thing unto the heap of thoſe good vere 

tues. But finding in my ſelfe nothing, 
vvhervvith to anſuvere my deſire, a 

being voide of learning or vviſaome 
vvortiy 


dedicatory. 
vvortih to he heard: I became cleere- 
ly reſolued to folovve my purpoſe ns 
further,and to end vvith prayer un- 
to God, that he vvould bleſſe his gifts 
in you to the encreace of an hundreth 
folde: yet ſpending ſome time as my lei 
ſure didſerue me in turning the leues 
of that auncient father A ST IN, 
1 found this litle Panphlet, an apt 
peece(as me thought )for that purpeſe, 
and a Ieuvell uworthyto be uvorne, 
not about the neck: but about the hart 
of the greateſt Lord or Lady in this 
wvorld, namely a pfater of ſtayres or a 
ladder of pure gelde, ſo artificially 
ov; ought, that vvho ſo liſteth to god 
there on: ſhall be ſure to come ſafely Up 
into the preſence chamber of Gods e- 
wer laſting glory, and in ſo ſmall roume 
this Iuell is cotrined, that it may wovel 
be placed in the leaſt of all the chriſti- 
an harts,yea and the leſſethe hart ts: 
ile more aptly it may le hidden therin, 
| vvhich 


a d 


„j 6 IS. / ⁵ ²— ᷣ w · & A a. 4 we. A + 4-4 MM. 


T he Epiſtle 
which alſo for the antiquitie is, 4 
boue eleuen bundreth yeere olde, and 
for excelencie the litle uy oorke dooth 

ſopraiſe it ſelf that a far better pen the 
myne adding ſomewvhat to thepraiſe 
therofſ hould rather blemiſh then beu- 
ti fe it by ſayingg much leſſe, or much 
Uvorſe then the /ame dooth ſay for it 
felfe, haning therfore(as I baue ſaid) 
nothing in me to further the loue of 
vertue ad zeale of chriſtranitie vvich 
God hath geuen you, I haue thus ob- 
tained this olde father ſaint AV GY S- 

TIE to doo it for me, wuhomifit 
hall pleaſe your ladyſhip to hear vuith 
good affectio attztinely:the paine shall 
ſure be much les the the profit, and you 
Shall not fail to yeap great fruit vuith 

ſmall trauaile,yea the labour ſhall ſaõe 
be gone and the profit long remaine. 

Novv vuhat ſo euer therfore in this 
litle treatis is ſpoken:1 humbly beſeech 


Jour ladisßhip alfuvay to remember It 


14 
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Cap. I, 


Cop, 2. 


Ibidem. 


Cap. II. 


f Cap. I, 


dedicatory. 
is not I: but the ancient and excellent 


father Saint AV GY STINE that e- 


keth. It is he that ſaith,reading,medi- 
tation, prayer and contemblation are 
the ſteps of that ladder that leadeth to 
heauen. It is be that expounding the 
vvoords of Chriſte ſutb, ſecke by rea- 
dingrand ye shall finde by meditation, 
knock by praying:and it ſhall be opened 
unto youby contenplation. It is he 
that ſaith, reading dooth as it vpere 
apply ſubſtaciall meat vnto the mouth, 

meditatio doothehovve it & break it, 
prater obtaineth the fuveetnes of it: 
contemplation is the ſuvetnes it ſelf. 
It is Sat AVGY STINE that /aith, 
reading vvith out meditation is ſab- 
les, & meditation vuith out readin 

is erronius. And leſt ſome fond body 
Should imagi, that this reding vuhich 
hee ſo oft ſpeaketh of, should be the 
reading of any other thing but of 


Scripture only, and that vvith theſe 
v voords 


T he Epiſtle. 
wwvords: reading( ſaithbe) is a loo- 
king wpon the ſerpture vvith a dili- 
gent eatention of the minde, and in 


the tenth chapter, he ſaith theſe foure Cap. 10. 
ſteps are ſolinted togither, that they 


wich goe before vvithout them 
vhich folov v can profitlitle or no 
this & they vvhich folowy vvithout 
them that goe before: doo profit ſeldoe 


or neuer. Toconclade, the vuhole 


ſomme & effect therof is nothing els 


but that the reading of Scripture, the 
meditation apõ the Siripture , prayer 
to obtain the vnderſtanaing of Scrip 
ture, and contemplatiõ in the foveet- 
nes of Gods promiſes cotained in the 
Scripture is the on.ely gate of Heauenz 
and the vun to attain eternal life . 
For the cofirmatiouuherof: it vvere 
Bo hard matter for 4 man of mean 
knovvledge to copile a huge volume; 
and tobring many hundred places out 
of the auncient fathers y herin they 
| Flainly 


dedicatory. 
Mainly and directih confirm the ſame, 
that by theſe ſters onel, & none other 
uUUay: a man muſt goe to heauen. But 
moſte of all it ought to mooue vs that 
God himſelf by his ouune vvord hath 
ratified this to be the only vvay to 
Deut. 17, Heauen, and that for all men, vvith 
vet. 18. 15.— out any exception. For Vuho can haue 
greater priuiledge then a King? or 
greater occaſion to ſurceaſſe from the 
continual excerciſe of this reading, 
meditation, prayer and cotemplation? 
And is it not expreſh ſet dovun by 
Gods camandemtt, that a King ought /| 
to haue the book of Gods lawves by bi | 
and ought toread therin all the dayes 
of bis life? vvho should ſooner be ex- 
empt fro this diligent excerſiſe of Scrip 
Joſ.r.ver.3 ure then 4 Souldier or Captain, and 
| that durig the vvarres? But dooth not 
God him {elf peak vnto tile noble Con 
queror & captat,1oſua in the firſt etre 
of his vvarres, and fraighty charge 
i 


dedicatory. 1 
him ſayinge Let not the book of this fx b. 
lavve departe out of thy mouth, but 
occupy thy minde therin day & night. 
VP here mark theſe preciſe tearmes, 
Book,mouth,minde, day, night. For 
vvho ſeeth not that vpõ eucry of theſe 
v vords much might be ſaid if breuit ie 
vvould ſuffer iti VF hen or at vohat 
time should any intermiſſion fro the 
exerciſe of Scripture be graunted to 
any man, if it be couenient for a noble 
man trauailing by the vvay in his ion- 
ney to read the Scriptures? And did Ad. s. 


not the noble Lord Treſarer of the "vs 
great Queene Candace trauailing by 
the woay ſitin his Chariot reading of 
Eſayas the Prophet? & vvas not the 
end therofſaluation of bis ſoule?. 1s 

it not alſo vuritte by Saint Luke for It. 17. 


an euerlaſting commendation un- 
to thoſe that vvere the nobleſt of birth 
among them of Theſialownica,brcauſe 


( vvhen Paule had preached) they ſer » 
— 


—- 


The Epiſtle 
ched the Scriptures, and that dayly to 
ſee vvhetber it vvere ſo or not? And 
by that meanes they were brought vn 
to the faith of Chriſte. Tea and not 
noble men only, but Ladies alſo by nãe 
are apoited of God to tread thee ſteps, 
and theyſhall neuer come to heauen 
other v viſe then by reading the ſcrip- 
thres, by meditation of the ſcriptures, 
byprater to underſtand them, & con- 
templation in the fovetnes of them. 
And therfore Saint Tohn vvriteth 
one of bis . vnto 4 Lady, that 
Ladies alſo hauing the vwoord of God 
ſo ene chrected unto themnight 
endeuour thi/elues vvith the greter 
chligẽce to read it and certel knovy 
them ſelues not to be excluded fro the 
exerciſe therof. 

The vviſdome of GOD inthe laſt 
chapter of the Pronerbs,diſcribing and 
45 it vv ere painting out the proper- 

ties: not of a mean vuoma:but of. ano 
ble 


. 


dedicatory. 


ble mans v viſe and a vertuous Lady, 
a mong other excellent qualities that 


ſacha vvomã ought to baue.Heſaith,: 


She opeeth her mouth vvith vviſaoe, 
and in her tung is the lauve of grace. 
But Iſt 1 should paſſe the competent 
bonds of an Epiſile:1 vvil bree fly note 
the Book, the Chapter and the Verſe 
of diners other places, vvhere God him 

if by bis holy vvord vlainlyteacheth 
that all men, yea, men, uvomen and 
children, ought tobe diligently exer- 
ciſed in the vvord of God, as the onely 


vv ay to eternalllife and the Ladder 


of Heauen. * 
Dent. G. ver. G. 7. Deut. S. ver. 5. 
Deut. 11. Ver. 1J, I g. 20. Deut. , ven 
47. 72. Tofu.8 ver. 75. I. Reg. 22. Ver. 5. 
2. Reg. 28. ver. 2.2. Eſd. f. ver. 5. il. ibi. 
9. ver. 2. 3. Pſa. I. ver. 3. Eſa. I pi ber. y. 
Pa.z0 ver 3. 32. Pſa. 11 0. Pro. r. ver 
J. 2.3. 4. Pro. 2. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4, 50. 
Pyo. 4. ver. 20, 21. 22. Pro. g. 
2 B.J. vers 


The Epiſtle, 


ver 23. ibi. y, ver. l, 2, f. ibi. . ver. . 
ibi. g. ver. 9. Eſay. g. ver. 1 c. 20, E- 
ſch. a o. ver. 19. Eſa. S. ver. rc. Eſay. 
F. ver. id, Eſa. 5. ver. 21. Eccle. 
24. all, Eccle. ; g. ver. 1. Mat. . 
Mar. Ia. ver. 24. Lu. Iq ver. 2 9. The, 
. ver. 29.47. I ho. J. ver. 4 . Iho. 15. 
Ver. 3. 7. Act. 1. ver. 1. IA. Act, Ig. ve. 
20. 40. Act. 26. ver. 2.3. Rom. 10. 
Der. J. 17. Rom. S. ver. 4. I. Car. 


10. ver. 11. 2. Cor. 1. ver. 13. Ephe.. 


g. der. 1 Tleſa. 4. ver. 18, 
Phil. 2. uber. 16, Collo. 2. ver. 
6. 2. Timothe. 3 ver. 1. 10. 
Ja. r. ver. 18. 20. 1. Pet. 7. 
ber 23. I. Pet. 3. Vers, 2. Pet. 
ver. 19. f. Iob. 2. ver . 12. 17. 
EA. Tude. ver. 17. A poc. t. ver.. 

T he wer nae of Gods vvoord ought 
to ſtrike into our harts, great reuerẽce 
tor uundit, great deſiræ to haue ita 


great baſts to hear it great lone to re: 


2 
. 


44 % & like care to leqpit. Iſa Kig on 
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dedicatory, 
4 Queen Should worite unts vs, lord 
bowy vuould ve Shore ⁊ our ea- 
res? vvhat haſte shonld vv make to 
hear the contents? Beholde God him 
ſelf hath directed bis letters to euery 
one fs, his ovvne ſpirite is his Se- 
cretary, his Prophets and Apoſtles are 
Purciuants & meſſengers that bring 
them vnto vs. Intollerable is the con- 
tempt of Cod that ſen deth the, if vve 
doo not hum biy read them, hear them 
end diligent.y mark and obſerue the 
ſpeciall points, and contents of them. 
The dredful wuoords of God doo fo- 
lowve ſuch contempt, as it is vvrittẽ. 

O turn you unto ny correction, Is 
I vvil expreſſe my minde vnto jou, 
and make you vndirſtãd my wuoords, 
Seeing then that I haue called & you 
refuſed it, I laue flretched out my had 
and no man regarded it, but all my 
caunſel pee bane deſpiſed, and ſet my cor 
rections at nought. therfore * Fg 


v i 


The Epiſtle. 

alſo laugh in your deſtruction &c. 

Vt batpromiſe can be ſuweeter, then 
to haue Cod expreſſe his minde vnto 
us, and make vs vnderſtand his 
ovoord?y Phat terror can he greater 
then to haue God laugh and reioice in 
our deſtruction. From vvhichdredfal 
deſtruct ion: I beſeech almighty God de 
liuer vs, and ſtay vs wppon the ſteps of 
bis holy vvord, til vve come into his 


happy kingdome. 


Jour La. euer to commaund. 
T. VV. 


suorum qui ſque Vulnerum remedin 
ex diuinis Scripturis eligat. Chri- 
ſoſt. in act. Cap 13, Ho. 29. 6 
& Let euery mas chuſe out of the 
diuine Scriptures, the remedy of his 
ovun UVuoiildes , Theſe are the vuords 
JS. 1obn Chriſoſtom, vvriting vpow 
the 13. Chapter of the acts the 29. Ho- 
wely. . 6 22 


FINIS. 
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To the Reader, 


FA A m notignorar that 
$2 
Du 


— — and —— | 
among the workes of Augu. 
ſtine Biſhop of FT ippo areth. 
ought of may not to be his, wher 
in as I mean not ęo contend, but 
regarding more the matter the 
the man, and alſo finding the 
ſame a mi; the reſt of bis works 
not only in the later editions 
but in the prints of ſuch olde tie 
as hardly-ca be red but of thoſe 
which are ved to read antiqui- 
ties, hero I my ſelf e haue one 
to ſbe w. Ithongbt it goodther 


| foreQeauing the cenſure to ſuch 


as 


3 M, * Tothe Reader, : 
| as are leurned) ro make no que 
flictherof ,(pecially ſecing this 
Ladder of Paradiſe long be 
fore the rime of Auguſtine 
was ſer vp by Chriſte Teſus for 
 bischoſen and elected children 
ro aſcend into thoſe mant ions 
which he bath prepared 
or them, not only in 
tbe kingdoe, but alſo 
inthe houſe of 
God his 
father. 


to Paradiſe, 


Hb ing occupied with 
iibe bodily labour of mp 
bands: J bad begun to 

| 7: think vpon the ererciſe 


on,namely reading, meditation, pꝛap⸗ 
is er and cbtemplation, This is the Lad- 
der of thoſg that be religions, by wbich 
they are lifted vp fr the earth in to He 
nen. This lader is parted in to fewe 
ſteps, notwithſtanding it is of vnmeſu 
rable and incredible greatnes, whoſe lo 
wer part reſting vpon the earth, the vp⸗ 
per end perceth the clowds and ſercheth 

ont the ſecrets of Beauen, _ _. 
Theſe degr&s as they are in names 
and number diners; ſa are they diſtinct 
in ozder and wozthines,if any man do 
diligently bebolde their pꝛoperties, and 

; kbetr ſenerall offices , what they waz 
concerning vs, how they differ and haus 
the pzebeminence one of a nother,what 
ſoengr labour oz ſtudy bee ſhall ſpend 
"therin, tbep 22 repute the _ 
; * 


| KVKeading 

' not of fa- 
bles but of 
ſcriprure. 


ier is 
| to ſa⸗ 
| | ints but 


Chziltes 


Mach. 7. 
ex. 7. . 


The Ladder 


choꝛt, and eaſy in compariſd of the great 


p2ofit and ſwernes therof. 

Reading is a loking vpon the Scrip⸗ 
ture with a diligent intention of the 
minde. Meditation is a favious action 
of the minde, ſearching out by daift of 
pꝛoper reaſon, the knowledge of bidden 
trueth. Pꝛaper is a deuout bending of 
the hart vnto God, foz the putting a⸗ 
way thoſe things that are euil, and ob⸗ 
fayning thoſe things that are god. Con⸗ 
templation is a certain lifting vp of ths 


- minde depending vpon God, taſting 


the Joyes of enerlaſting ſweetnes, 


The diſeriptlon of the offices of 
the — or ſteps, 
a 


„ 2. 
He dülkrtption of the foure de 
x ES agrees, then being ſet fo:tb, 
2 Tbere reffeth p we bebolde 


their offices, Readigſeketh, 
| > * Pediſatib findeth,P;ayer re 
queſtetb, Contfplatien faketb the taſte, 


wooꝛds ex- wherofthe Lo d bim ſelf aifh:\&k and 

. pounded by pes (hall finde, knock and it ſhalbe ope⸗ 

S.Augul? ned vnto pon. Sek by reading and 

- you hall finde by meditation, A ; 4 
0 


o » <4 
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ro Paradiſe, 
Knock by pzaying. and it ſhall be open⸗ 
ed vnto you by contemplation, Nevin g 
doth as it were apply ſubſtãtiall meaf 
vnto ths month, Mediation doth cham 
it and bzeak it, Pꝛaper obtapneth tbe 
ſwetnes of it, Contemplation is the 
ſweetnes it ſelf whicb delighteth and rg 
freſheth. Reading is in the ſkin, Pedi⸗ 
tacion is the fat „ Pꝛaper is the mot iõ 
of the deſire, Contemplatid is the plea⸗ 
ſure of the ſweetnes obtained, whiche 
thing that yet it may moze manifeſtly 
appeere among many: J wil ſet down 
one exãple. In reading J beard. Bleſſed 
are the pure iu hert for they ſhall fee 
God. Beholde bere a ſhozt woꝛd but 
ſweat and manifoive in ſence, and gi⸗ 
neth vnto the feeding of the foule as it 
were of a Gzape, wbich after the ſoule 
bath diligently vewed,it ſayeth within 


it ſelf: J wil return bnto my hart, 


and J wil pꝛoue if parbaps J can vn⸗ 
derſtand and finde ont this puritis. 
This thing no dout is pꝛecious, and 
woztby to be defired, whoſe poſſeſſozs 
are called bleſſed, vnto wich the ght 
of God , which is eternall lifeis pzomy- 
ſed, which is ſo greatly comended oy 


The Ladder 


lo niany teſtimontes of þ bolp ſcripture; 

The bart then deſirons to haue this 
thing vet moze fully to be vnfolded:be⸗ 
ginnefh to chaw e to bzeak this grape, 
and puſteth it into the pꝛeſſe wh eſt it 
ſtutreth vp reaſon to ſeatch whether it 
be ſo, and how this pꝛecious puritie (o 
wozthy to be deſired, may be attayned, 


The office of meditation. 
Cap. 3, 

en diligent meditation dzaws 

ing ner, the taricth not witbcut, 
. ſhe bath nothing to do in the out 
ſive of the letter, ſhe ſetteth fall her fot, 
the perceth the inward partes, ſhe& ſ- 
keth ent enery cozner attentiuely, the 
conſidereth that he ſaid not, blefſed are 
the clene in body: but p pure in minde, 
becauſe if ſuffiſeth not io haue innocent 
bands frõ euil ads, except we be alſo pu 
rifled in minde from wicked thonghts, 
which thing is confürmed by the autho⸗ 
ritie of he Þzophet, ſaving. V Vho 
Shall goe vp into the bil of the Lord? 
who shall reſt in his holy place? hee 
that is innocent of his hands and of a 
enc hart, And doth againe __— 


4 


* 
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ro Paradiſe. 


how greatly the ſame Pzophet doth 
wich foz this clenes of hart. p2aiig thug, 
Create O Lord a new hatt within me, 
And agai. It 1 haue beheld iniquitie in 
my hart, the Lord wil not hear me. 
And thik how carful bleſſed Iob was in 
this watch, who (aid, I haue made a 
couenãt with mine eyes, that I w6ull 
not once think vpon a Virgin, Wes 
holde how this holp man reſtrapned 
bim ſelf, which cloſed vp his eyes leit 
be ſhould beholde vanitie, leſt parbap 
be ſhoutd rathip bebolde that wbich he 
might after againÞ his wil deſire 

Alter meditation bath bandled ſuchs 
things touching the purit ie of the hart: 
then ſhe beginneth to muſe vpon the re⸗ 


ward, dow gloꝛioꝰ & delectable a thing 


it is to ſee the deſired face of the Lozd, The face of 
tbat erteilt face, in fauour far paſſing E mite can 
the chilozen ak men, not now abiect and ag mbe 
vile, not hauing now the countenance Mother | 
in which his mother clothed him, but ſought him 
bautng on tbe long garment of immoz do hun bo: | 
fa'itie, crowned with the diadem with carth with 
which bis Father crowned him in tbe out the gios 
day ofhisreſarrection,and glozy in the 2? therof, 
dap which the Lozo hath inade, Pedis- 
envy tation 


T he Ladder 


kation thinketb,how in that ſight there 
halt be the fulnes wberof the Pꝛopbet 
ſpeaketh. V Ve shalbe ſatiſfied when 
thy glory shal appeer. Doſt thou not ſa 
what abundance of licour hath flowed 
vut of a lifle Gʒape: bo great a fire is 
Growen out of this one ſpark? how far 
this litle lamp (Bleſſed are the purein 
hart for they shall ſee God) is ftret- 
ched out in this meditatton. But how 
far think you might the ſame be exten⸗ 
ded, ik ſome man ſhould come in place 
which bad gwd experience of ſuch mat 
ters? foꝛ J perceiue that a very dep wel 
it is, but I bee ing vnſkilful in theſe mat 
ters, haue ſcarcely found the bucket to 
dꝛawe out very few things, The ſoule 
being enflamed with theſe burning toz 
ches, and moztified with theſe deſtres, 
the alabaſtar of the ſweet ointment be 
ing bꝛoken: it beginneth ſwertly to ſa⸗ 
udour, not as by taſte; but as it were bp 
ſmelling at the noſe. Yerof the Boule 
doth gather, how ſir&f a thing it were 
to fœle the irate of this meditacion. the 
meditation wherof ſhe findeth to be ſo 
pleſant. But what ſhall the ſoule do: she 
burneth with defire to obtain, vet (be 
| finveth 
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ro Paradiſe 
findeth not with her ſelf how it may be 
bad, + the moꝛe lhe ſercheth: the moze 
ſhe thirſteth, and whiſe ſhe applpeth 
meditation therinto : ſhe doth but en- 
treace the pain, becauſe the ſonle fœleth 
not the ſwirtnes which meditation doth 
not gine ber, but ſheweth ber ko be in 
puritie of the hart, foz it lpeth not in 
him that readeth o: meditateth to fœle 
tbis (weetnes: except it be giuen bim 
from abone,fo2 fo read and to meditate 
is a thing common bothe to god and 8- 
uil men, foꝛ the vefPÞpbiloſophers of the 
beatben did finde out by dzilt of reaſd, 
wherin the effect of the true god thing 
did conſtſt. But becanſe when they 
knew God: they did not glozify him as 
GOD, but pꝛeſuming of their owne 
ſtrengtb ſaid, our owne fung wil wee 
magunify,our own lips be of our ſelues, 
tbey were not woztby to feele 5 things 
they could ſe, but waxed ful of van ities 
in their imaginations, ⁊ their wiſdome 
was conſumed, Foz that wiſdome, hu⸗ 
main ſtudy of learning (but not the ſpi⸗ 
rite ot wiſdeme) had giuen them, which 
ſpirite onely gineth true wiſdome, J 


mean the ſwet knowledge, whiche 


when 


No man 


T he Ladder 


when it is in any man as an ineſtima· 


ble lwertnes, it doth comfoꝛt 4 refreſh 
bim. And of this wiſdome if is ſaid, 

V Viſdome shall not enter in to a tro 
ward ſoule. This cometh of God one⸗ 
lv, euen like as the Loꝛd hath graunted 
the office of baptiſing vnto many, but 
the power and authozitie in baptfiſme, 
of remitting linnes, be bath reſerued 


can remit VUnto him felf alone, Wherupon Iohn 
fin, God in ſt&d of naming Cbziſte, by that pꝛo⸗ 


hath refer: 


pertie, as by wap of diſtinguichment, 


a * pointing fo him ¶ faith This is hee 


which beptiſeth in the holy Ghoſte 

And ſo of bim we may lap, tbis is bee 
that giueth tbe true taſte of wiſdome, 
that maketh the pleſant ſauoꝛed ſcience 
of the ſoule,foz ſpeech is giuen to many, 
but wiſdome vntofewe, which ß Lozd 
deuideth vnto whom be wil, and after 


What ſoꝛte it pleaſeth him. 


The office of prayer. 
Vo ap. 4. 
bp p ſoule ſeeing y ſhe can 
not by ber ſelf attainthe de⸗ 
> Hfiredſmetnes of knowledge 
lend experience e the 2 


8 Uo 
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the epp2ocbeth vntohighnes of hart, ſo 
much the moꝛe Gad is lifted abone her 

reach, ſhe bambletb ber ſelf and flyeth 

vnto pzayer,ſaying. O Lord thou whis 

ch maiſt not be ſee but of clene harts, 

A haue ſought by reading, J bane ſeat» gyerp ed ifs 
ched by meditating, how the true puri⸗ —. | 
tie of bart might be obtained, Þ by the may ſoy I 
means therof J miabt in part knowe- P 1esdiüg. 
tbe. J ſougbt thy cofitenancs (O Lozd} ; 
euen thy face did { ſee}. i baue long me 
ditated in my bart, and in my utedita⸗ 
kion, the fire and longing fo knowe the, 
is moze and moze kindled, wdileſt thou 
Lozd doſt bꝛeak vnto me tbe bead of In bes | 
holy Sccipture,e in bꝛeaking of bzead; — the 
thou art ths ſoner knowen, e the moze in cp 
A knows the:þ moze I defire to knowe £d;ige is 
the, not now in the bark of the letter: knowne, 
bat in the fieling of experience. Neither der 24. 
do J aſk this (D Lo2d) foz my merites: ***- 3% 
but foz thy mercies ſake, oz J conteſſe Not foz 
that J am an vawozthy e ſinfull ſoule, merits. kg 
not withſtanding tbe whelpes dos eat 
crimes that fail from tbe table of their 
Lo20s,Giue me (o Loꝛd) y erneft of ths 
enberitice to came, at tbe leaſt one dzop 
ef the heauenly 5. might cole -_ _ 

's my 
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my thirſt, foz 3 burne in loue oft hs. 


The office of contemplation, Cap; 5. 
R 7 = Jth theſe and ſuch like enfla- 
Q 0 Z med ſpæches, the ſoule kind» 
DN £ letb ber deſire as the vtfereth 
85 ber affe aion, W theſe allure⸗ 
ments the ſonle caleth to her ſelfe, the 
Bꝛidegrom Now the Lozd whoſe e pes 
are ſet vpon the righ!eonus,and his ears 
ot onely open vnto their pꝛapers: but 
baſteiy interrupting the midele courſe 
of the pꝛaper, and ſpædely being com⸗ 
paſſed with the dew of heanenly grace, 
be meteth with the deſiring ſoule. And 


*. 


— 


being anointed with the beſt ointmer, 


he recreafeth p we ry ſonie,be refreſheth 
the hungry e maketh fat the le an ſoule, 
cauſeth ber to foꝛget all wozlbly thing?, 
and bæeing vnmindeful of him leif, by 
foztifying the ſonle , maketh her aliue, 
and by making her dzunck : cauſeth ber 
to be ſober, and like as in certein cars 
nall duties, the concupiſcence is ſo cuer- 
come, that it loſeth the vie of reaſõ, and 
is become as it were altogither tarnall. 
Þ ofoz god cauſe in this heavenly con- 
6 the carnall mocions are ſo 

D. p. conſumed 


fo Paradiſe. 
conſumed and ſwalowed vp of the ſenle, 
that the fleſh dofh contrary the ſpirit 
in no thing, and the man is made as it 
were altogither ſpirituall. 


Sign es of the holy Ghoſte coming 
vnto the ſoule. 
Cap. 6 

Loꝛd how voſt thon appeer 
[|| when thou wozkeſt theſe 
NT li bings22 what token is ther 
ot thy comming: Be ſighes 
and teares witntſſes and meſſengers of 
this iope and conſolation? If it be ſo, this 
is a new kinde of (pechby a contrary 
meaning, and a ſignification out of vie. 
Fo2 what felowſhip hath conſolation 
with ſozowful ſighes: oꝛ ioy w teares? 
Ik theſe yet ought to be called teares, 
and not rather an ouer running abun⸗ 
dance of inward dew powzed vpon the 
ſoule, and a token bothe of the inward 
and outward purging, T bat like 
as in the baptiſme of chil den, by the 
outward waſhing, is ignified: and figns 
red the inward waſhing ot the ſoule: 
ſo hear the inward purging goeth be- 
fozs the outward cleuing. O happy 
eares 
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teares by wich the inward blemiſhes 
ol the ſoule are purged, by which p kinds 
lings of ſia are quenched, Bleſſed are 
vou that ſo maurne, becauſe veu ſhall 
laugh, Jn teares / ſoule acknowledge 
thy bꝛidegrom, imbꝛace thy long deũred 
one. Now make thy ſelf dzunk in the 
riuer ot pieſure, ſack ilk 4 Honnꝑ out 
of the bzeſt of bis conſclation. 

+ Theſe are the pure gifts « pleaſures 
which thy Bzidegrom bath ſent tber, 
nameiy,meurning and feares , Mith 
theſe teares he bꝛingeth dz ink vnto thee 
by meaſure, theſe teares are thy food 
night and dap, euen the bꝛead that mas 
keth ſtrong the hart ol man, which ars 
{wefer the tbe bon pe oꝛ the bony tomb. 

O Todd it tbeſe teares be fo excæding 
ſweet with tbe deſire and remembzance 
ol thx: how ſweet ſhall the top be which 
ſbalbe taken by y manifeſt ſight cfthee? 

If it be w ſweet a thing to weep foz 
thee: bow ſweet (hall if be to reiopte of 
thee? But what dw wee go about to ſet 

fo:tb openly the ſecret ſpeeches of the 

ſoule: oy go we about w vſoall wazds 
fo expaeſſep ſpitituali affectione? Thoſe 
which haue not the experlente therof, 
| | vnderſtand 
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bnderfadnotany ſuch matters, whom 
the anointing tt ſelfe teacheth in p bak 
of experiẽte, oꝛ els ᷣ outward letter p:o⸗ 
fiteth nothing to him that readeth.Litle 
god ſauour bath the reading of the oufs 
ward letter, except from the bart a man 
take the expoſicion and in ward ſence, 


In what eſtate the ſoule remaineth 
whilſt the feruencie of the holy 
Gholte departeth, 
Cap. 7. | 
Soule we haue greatly pꝛo 
NI longed this talke, foz it was 
3, god fo2 vs to bee heer with 
Peter and Iohn, fo beholde 
the glozy of the W2idegrom, and long 
to remain with bim. But J weuld there 
were made heer, not thꝛee noz two ſe⸗ 
uerall Tabernacles, but one, in which 
we might all dwel fogither, and Jop fo 
gither. But as the Bzidegrome ſaieth. 
Let me go, for now the moruĩg riſeth. 
Now fton halt receiued the viſitation 
and light of grace which thou diddeſt de 
fire, Therfoꝛe the bleſſing being ginen Sen. 3:/ 
tbee,the ſinow of thy thigh beeing moꝛ vir. 25» 
tified, and thy name beeing * | 
rom 
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from Jacob fo Iſrael, now foz a while 
goeth aſide p bzidegrome long deſired, 
and ſon departed, he withdzaweth him 
ſel as wel fromthe viſion as from the 
ſwertnes ofcontemplation,yet doth ber 
ſtill remain pꝛe ent fowching þ gouern 
ment, the glozp and the vnite. 


A reſon geuẽ why the feruentneſſe of 
the holy ghoſt dooth for a time leaue 
the ſoule. oP 8. 
At keare not O ipouſe, deſ⸗ 
| A 1 pair not, neither thinke thy 
20 lſeeiftobe contemncd, thougb 
Aldoꝛ a while p b21degrde hide 
bis face fro the, all theie tbings wozk 
togither fo tby pzofit, and thou makeſt 
a gaine, bothe ot his coming and of his 
departure, be cometh foꝛ thy pꝛoũt, an d 
be alſo vepart eth fo2 thy pꝛoũt, be cet h 
to gqtue the comfozt, and departeth to 
make the vigilant, left the greatnes dt 
thy conſolation ſhonld puff: the vp, leſt 
ikthe bzivegrome (ould alwaies abide 
with thee: p ſhuldſt begin to contemne 
thy felowes, and ſhould now aft: ibute 
this continuall vtſitat ion, not to grace: 
but to nature, foz (his grace, the beide⸗ 
1 grom 
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grom giueth to whom ber will e when 


it pleaſeth him, the poſſeſſion therof is 
not gotten by anp right of enheritance. 
It is a cõmð ſayig,over much familiatt- 
tie bꝛeedeth contept. The bꝛidegrom ther 
foze departeth from thee, leaſt beeing 
ouer inuch conuerſant: bee might be 
contemned, and that being abſent ; bs 
might be the moze deſired, and being 
deſired:the moze greedily ſeugbt foz, e 
being long ſo ugbt foꝛ: bee migbt be at 
tbe laſt moze thakſully found. urther⸗ 
moꝛe, what is this pꝛeſent life? what is 
it iu reſpect ofthe glozy to come which 
hall be ſhe wed vpon vs? ſurely it is a 
life like a dark riddell in which wee vn⸗ 
derſtand but a ſmall parte, foz heer ws 
haue no continuing Citie but we ſeek 
foz one to come, let vs not then take our 
baniſhment foz our countrie,no; the er - 
neſt penny foz the whole pzice, The 
1Bzidegrome cometh t departeth again. 
Somtime bzinging conſolation, ſome- 
time turning aur whole eſtate into 
weaknes. A litis while be ſufferetb vs 
to taſte how ſweet , and beſoꝛe we 
can folly feele it:bes mu] eth bim 
(elf and as at were flitkring 2 — 
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with bis wings ſpꝛed a bꝛode, be pꝛono⸗ 
keth vs to fly, as ił he ſhould ſay:bebolde 
vou baue ſomewhat taſted how ſweek 
Jam, but if you wilbe fully ſatiſfied 
with this me ſwetnes :run after ms 
into» ſweet ſauour of myne ointments, 
litting bp your barts where J am on 
tbe right band of my Father, where you 
ſhal ſee me not in a giaſſe o2 in a riddel, 
but face to face, and where pour hart 
ſhall fully reioęce and no man ſhall take 
away yenr toy from you, 


The care & diligence of the ſoule, 
leſt she should be forſaken 

| of God. Cap. 9. on 

8 Ut take thou heed duſe 

KO 5 how the Bꝛidegrom farneth 

| 8 2 7 away bim ſelf, be goetb not 

dar of, and although thou ſeg 


not him, vet dooth be ſce thee;becing ful 


of eyes bothe bebinde and beioze, thou 
tanſt neuer be hidden from bim. Yes 
bath alſo about the bis ſpirits, beeing 
meſſengers and as it were moſte ſharp 
ſigbted Spies, that they may loke vam 
thou bebaneſt thy ſelt in h abſẽce e 

Bꝛidegrome, e accule tha yl 
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if they may eſpy any token of vanfon- 
nes « ſcurrilitie. Foz this Bzidegrom 
ts telous, leſt parbap thou ſbouldeſt ac⸗ 
cept ſome other lauer, Foz if p go about 
to pleaſe anyotber , bee fozſaketh the 
and topneth bim ſeifto other vũg ones. 

This Bꝛidgrom is a daintie felow, 
he is bothe noble and rich, & of paſſing 
beautie abone all the childzen of men, 
and therfo2e he diſoaineth to baue any 
otber but a beawtifull Spouſe, Yea if 
be ſe in thee but one ſpot oz wꝛinkle:he 
firaight turnetb away bis epes, foz bet 
can abide no vnclennes , Bee chaſte 
tberfoꝛe, be ſhamefaft and humble,tyat 
ſo thou maiſt be wwzthy oft en to be vi⸗ 
ſited ofthy Bꝛidegrom. J feare left this 
\pecb hath holden vs oner long. But tbe 
matter both barren and ſweet hath dꝛi⸗ 
nen me therunto, which 3 haue not vo - 
luntarilp pzolonged , but baue bene 
dzawen againff my wil, with J knows 
not what ſweetnes therof, 


The office and effect of euery ſtall or 
ſtep by repetiton. Cap. 10. 
Tat thole tbinges then which baue 


been ſpoken mo2e at large , may 
* E the 
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the better be ſeene when they are vni⸗ 
ted and ioyned fogither: let bs collect 
by reherſall the ſum of the things be- 
foze ſpoken, as in the fozmer examples 
it may appeerc to haue been noted, how 
the fozſaid ſteps holde togither, and how 
they go one befoze anothcr, as fro time 
to time the one beeing caoſe of tb'other, 
| Foz reaving,as if were the foundation, 
- WUgadins dothflift offer it ſelf,and when ſhe hath 
tue founda; gtuen vs the ſubſtance oz matter: ſhee 
* ſendeth vs to Meditation, now Pedita- 
. tion very diligently enquireth wbat we 
ought to deſire and as it were deluing 
oz digging, doth finde andſhew where 
.as the treſure is. But when by her ſelf 
ſhe is not able to obtain it: ſhe ſendcth 
bs bnto Pꝛarer, P2ayer lifteth vp her 
ſcif with all ber fozce h ſhe bath foũd 
the deſired treſure, the (weefnes of 
Conteplation. This Contemplatid cem 
mig to, doth fully reward p laboz of thoſe 
thzee befoze naed, while ſhe maketh the 
thtrty ſoule dꝛunken w the dew ol bea⸗ 
nenly ſwerknes. Reading tben pertei⸗ 
neth to out ward exerciſe. Meditation to 
tbe in ward vnd erſt a nding. Pꝛzarer to 


the deſire of the minde, r 


ded, he Be en 
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is abone all feling of buma in reaſon, 

Che firſt ſtep is of tboſe that dw begin. 

Che ſecond of thoſe that do go fozward, pe that 00 
fourth oftboſe which are bleſled oz haps fcot vpon 
ppe. Theſe foure ſteps are ſo linckt to⸗ urſt Step 


ſhall neue | | 


gitber, and do lo by cou: ſe ſerue one an — 
others turn y they which go befoze with the at N 
ont them that follow can pꝛoffit lifle oz | 
nothing, and they whicb follow without 

them that go befoze do p2offit ſeldam 02 * 

neuer. Foz what doth it vauntage to 

ſpend the time in continual reading, oꝛ 

by reading fo run thaough the Ads and 
w2itinges of holy men, except by chaw- 

ing and feeding vppon (be ſame: wee 

dzink down ths ioice therof,and by ſwa⸗ 

lowing tberof,wee ſend it into the inner 

moſte parte of the bart, that of thoſs 

things we may haue diligent conſidera- 

tion of our owne eſtate , and endenour 

dur ſelnes to do þ wazks oł them whoſe 

acts we olten deſire to read. ut how 
can we conſider of theſe things, oz bow 

can ws beware leaft by meditating, 

ſome faiſe and vain things, ſhould paſſe 


the bounds, conſtituted by thoſe boty 


Fathers, except firſt we be inſtructed a- 
, E.g. boat 


| 
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bout ſuch matters, either by reading oz 
i by bearing, Foz hearing doth after acer 
Senders in {ain maner pertain to reading. Wher- 
reading, Of we vſe to lay that wer haue not onely 
read thoſe boket vbich we our ſelues 
do read vnto dor ſelues oz fo other: but 
alſo thoſe which we haue beard ol our 
Maiſters. 

Further what doth it p2ofit if by Pe 
ditatid a man do ſ& what things ought 
to be don, except by the help of pꝛaper 
and the grace of God, we may be made 
able to obtain þ ſame, For euery good 

3 Saint James) and euery per- 
Withont fect gift deſcendeth from aboue from 
Whore ws the father of light. Without whom we 
thing ſaith. Can do nothing, but he in vs doth wazk 
S.Zuzu-+ eur mozke, pet not altogither with out 
mw alſo yg foz wee are wozkers with God, as 
eier eim the Apoſtle ſaith, God ſurely wil bave 
Joh. s. v.; vs pꝛap vnto him, and that we da open 

bnto him, comming and tar ping at ths 

done, the boſome of our will, and that 


God by his we conſent vnto bim. 


ace ma⸗ This conſent hee required of the wo⸗ 
h vs fre man of Samaria, when be ſaid, call thy 
q . — husbãd I wil poure grace into thee aps 
ply p free choite. Pe required payer ef 

er 
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ber, when be ſaid. If thou kneweſt the 
gitt of God & who it is that ſaith vnto 
thee, giue me drink ; parhaps thou 
vouldſt haue deſired of him the water 
of life. The woman whe the beard this 
bie ing inſtructed as it were of reading: 
ſhe thought in her hart that it would be 
god and p2ofitable foz her to haue this 
water. Shs then being kindled with a 
deſire to obtain it: turned her ſelf vnto 
pꝛarer ſaying, O Lord giue me this 
vvater that I may thirſt nomore, nei⸗ 
ther at any time come hither again to 
drawe any water. | 
Beholde the bearing of the wad of 

the Lozd and Peditation folowing ther 
vpon, baue pꝛoucked her vnto pꝛaper. 

Foz how could ſhe be carefully bent vn 
fo pꝛaper: except Meditation bad firſt 
kindled her. And wþat ſhould Pedita- 
tion going befoze haue pzofited ber? 
except pꝛaper folowing bad obtained 
thoſe things, wbiche Peditacion did 
ſhe we woztby to be deſired. Therfoze 
that Meditation may be fruteful: it bes 
bone th p fbe devocion of Pzayerdofos 
lowe, whoſe frute and as it were the e⸗ 
ffect, is the lwatnes of n, 


. 


Ion is ſaples. Peditacion 
wittont reding is erronius, 
Pꝛaper without Peditation is neither 

te no2 colve. Pedit acid without ]72ap 
er is fruteles, Pꝛaper with deuocion 
is it that obfaineth Contẽplation. The 
obtapning of Contemplation without 
Pꝛaper, is either rare oz miraculous. 
Foz GDD of whole power there is nei 
ther number no2 end, and whoſe mer⸗ 
tie is a boue all bis woꝛks. ſdetime of 
tones may rails vp ſonnes vnto Abra- 
ham, While he compelleth thoſe which 
be hard harted and vnwllling , quietly 
to agre and to be willing. 

And ſo like the pꝛodigall ſonne as the 
common ſaying is. He dzaweth the Or 
by the boꝛne, when hee powꝛeth in him 
ſell not beeing required, Mhich thing 
although ſometime we reade to ha ue 
bappened vnto ſome, as vnto Paule 
and certain other, yet ought wee not te 
pꝛeſume 
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p2eſamo of ſuch vinine things, but ra - 
ther to do that which is our dutie, that 
is te ſay, to read and to meditate in the 
lawe of God, to pzay and to loue him, 
that it map pleaſe him to bebolde our 
imperfection,and to help our infirmitte, 
wbich things he techeth vs to do, ſaxing 
Ask and yee shall reeeiue, ſeek and 
yee shall finde, knock and it shall be 


opened vnto you. Foz now the Kings Mat. x. 12. 


dome of beanen ſuffereth violence, and 
thoſe that be violent piuck it vnto them. 
Be holde whetber the pꝛoperties of 


| the foꝛſaid ſteps, may be made perfect 


with conuenient diſtinctions, how laſt 
they cleue one to the other, and what e⸗ 
verp one of them dath wozk in vs. 
Bleſſed is the man whoſe minde 
being void of others affaires, doth al⸗ 
wapes deſire on theſe ſteps to be con- 
nerſant, which ſelling all that he hath, 


' dooth buy that feels in which this de⸗ 


fired freaſare lieth bid. Foz beholds 
and ſe how ſweet theLo2d is. 

He that in the firſt degree is exerci⸗ 
ſed, in the ſecond cfrcumſpect, inths 
fbird deveuf, in the fourth lifted vp as 
boue him lelf: by theſe aſcencivs as: 
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be hath diſpoſed inhis hart, he doth riſe 
from vertue to vertue, vntil tbe Koꝛd of 
„Loꝛds appr in Sion. Bleſſed is he to 
wb it is graunted to remain, but euen 


a litle while vpon this higheſt ſtep, fo: 


be may truly ſay. beholde A fele the 
grace ofthe Lozd, beholde with Peccer 
and Lohn J doo contemplate. Beholde 
with Jacob J doo often take delight in 
the embzaſing of Rachell, but let tbis 
perſon take god beedto him ſelf, teat 


after this Contemplation by which be 


bath been liſted vp fo the beauens, by 


any inozdinate bap be fall vnfo pd depth 


of hell, and leaſt after tbe ſigb! of God 
he be connerfed vnto the wanton actios 
ofthe wo2ld,and the entiſing pieaſures 
of the fleſhe,foz when the weak ſight of 
mans minde is not able long to ſuſtaine 
the bꝛightnes of the true light: let 
bim ſoftly and oꝛder iy deſeend onto 
ſome one of the thꝛe ſteps by wich he 
bad afcen ded, and by courſe lei him ſtay, 
now vpon one, now vpon anotber, ſeme 
time vpan þ third as he liſteth bim ſell to 
tchuſe, and as time t plate ſhall require. 
And lo e bow much the bigber be moũ⸗ 
teth abwue the firſt ſtep: ſo mueb the 
85 neerer 


*' wwy  waaywconUUs 3 e co OJ GOOUMOHWHD cw 0 » 


to Paradiſe. 

nterer hedzaweth vnto God, But alas 
how fraple and miſerable is the condi⸗ 
tion of man,bebolde by diſcourſe of rea-s 
ſon,and by the Teſtimonies ol the holy 
ſcripture we plainly (& þ in theſe foure 
ſteps, tbe perfection of a god life is con⸗ 
tained,and in theſe ſpirituall god thigs 
a mans exerciſe ought to be contained. 
But who is bs that doth it and we wil 
pꝛaiſe bim. To wil is pꝛeſent w many, 
but to perfozme it: with ſem, and A pzay 
God that we may be of tboſe few. 


Foure cauſes doo withdrawe vs 
from theſe foure ſteps. 
Cap. 411. N * 
= ere are yet foure Cauſ 
x ES which withdzawe vs often 
tram theſe foure ſteps, tbat is 
IJ (2.4 to ſap, ineuitable neceſlitie, 
of boneſt action tbe vtilitie, 
bamayno infirmitie:x wozldly vanitie, 
Tbe firſt is excuſable. Tbe ſecond is 
tollerable, Zbe third miſerable. Any. 
the fourth damnable. Foz it bad hans 
better fu them whome ſuch cauſe pul- 
leth away from their holy purpoſe, not 
toknowe the glozye of God then to 1 
0 3 
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backwatrde after tbey baue knowne it. 
What excuſe can he make of bis offfce 
fo: inffly the Lo2d may ſay vnto him. 

V Vhatcould I more haue doon for 
thec then Ihaue doon: thou hadſt no 
being and I created t hee, thou diddeſt 
commit ſinne and madeſt thy ſelf the 
ſeruaunt of the Deuil and I tedeemed 
thee, thou didde ſt run at randon ouer 
the world with the wicked, and J elect, 
ed thee, I gaue thee grace in my fight 

Aud would haue dwelt with thee, but 
thou haſte deſpiſed me, tbou haſte 

throwne behynde thee (not onely my 
wordes)butmy ſelf alſo, and halt wal- 
ked after thine owae luſtes. 
But o god, ſiweet, and pitifull G DD, 
a deledable fr&nd, apꝛudent counceller, 
a mightp helper, how vaine and bzain- 
tes is he that calteth the away, which 
dziuethj from his hart ſo myide e m&ke 
a gueſt? O how vnda ppy andhurtfuil a 
thaunge is this, to taſt awap his crea⸗ 
ko, to take in frowatde and nor ſome 
tbougbts, and to deliucr vp pᷣ ſetret place 
of bis hatt, cuen the pꝛiuxe cloſet of the 
bolp ghoſte, which now crewbile was 
filled with celc ſtiall zores, ſo * 
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to Paradiſe. 
oe fraddon vnder fote with vnclene 
thoughts and wicked ſinnes, even pet 
therin the very ſteps of the bzidegrome 
ace warme and now p2eſftly are intro⸗ 
mitted +4 let in the adulterous deſires, 
a ſoule abſurd diſo2der, that the eares 
which enen now bane heard the words 
which are not lawfalt foz a man fo vt⸗ 
ter,foſone to be enclined to the hearing 
of Gannders and fables, that the eyes 
which euen now were haptiſed with ho 
ly teares, ſuddenly tobe turned vnto the 
»eholding of vanities, that the toung 

which even now did ſing tbe pleaſanr 


ſong of the holy bꝛide bed, which recon- Can. 1. v. xa. 


ciled with his enflamed eloquice of per- 
ſwaſton, the bꝛide with the bzidegrome 
and bought ber indo the Mine ſeller: 
ſhould againe be conuerted vnto vaine 
ſpeches, to filthy teſting, to the pꝛacti⸗ 
ſing of deceit, and vnto dlaunders. Farre 
be it from vs (o Lozd)but if it happen by 
humane infirmitie that we lip in to a⸗ 
ny ſuch offznce, let vs not therfo2e deſs 
paire; but ſet vs run agains vnto the pi⸗ 
tikull Phiſition which raiſetb the poze 
from the earthe, and lifteth vp tbe nes 
de tcom ths dũghill, and he that 9 


in 
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not kde death ora finner; all agayn 
ture and heale vs. 

It is now time to tdclude this Epiſtle. 
Let vs therfo:e pꝛ aybnto God pzeſftly 
to mittigate the impediments which do 
witholde vs from dis Contemplation, 
and bherafter to take them clene away 
from vs, whome we dellre to lead vs by 
the fozſaid ſteps from vertue to verfue, 
fil we may ſet the God of Gods in Sid, 
where the elected not by dzops noz by 
courſe) ſhall taſte p ſweetnes of devine 
Contemplation : but ſhali bane the Jop 
- ofbeing filled without ſeaſing with the 
Niger of Pleaſure, which no man ſhall 

take from them, ant ſhall enjop vn⸗ 

channgeable Peace, e 
Peace in it "a 7 
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